& ruﬂm'p--;s'* ‘b.nmmvew AN T TR

farching to Ins own heat

When the Japanese at-
tacked Pearl Harbor on Dec.
7. 1941, it was considered a
defining moment in world
history.

That event led to the Unit-
ed States, Britain and Canada
declaring war on Japan and
getting officially
involved in World
War II. Their in-
volvement led to
the eventual de-
feat of Germany.

But for the
many Nikkei or
Canadians of Jap-
anese descent liv-
ing in Canada,
Dec.7, 1941, was
a defining moment for very
different reasons. Nearly
23,000 Nikkei were sent to
camps in British Columbia in
what was considered the
greatest mass movement in
Canadian history.

Many of the Japanese living
in Canada at the time were
second generation Canadi-
ans whose parents came to
this country to make a better
life for themselves and their
families. Kiyoshi Nagata's
parents belonged to that
group of second generation
Canadians.
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“My parents were born in
British Columbia and living in
Vancouver when they were
interned,” Nagata says. “Their
families lost all their stuff, but
when [ ask them about it, they
say they found life in an in-
ternment camp no different
than the life of
poverty they
were living in at
the time, except
theylost all their
property.”

In 1949, four
years after Japan
had surren-
dered, the Nik-
kei were allowed
to resettle their
lives. For those who lived in
British Columbia, since their
property had been confiscat-
ed or sold, many decided to
resettle in other parts of the
country. That's what led Nag-
ata's parents to Richmond
Hill, where Nagata was born.

“They came here to try to
rebuild their lives,” Nagata
says. “But even though they
were Canadian citizens by
birth, they felt they always
had to prove themselves to
be Canadian.

“Sowhen [ was growing up,
Ididn't have any association
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with Japanese culture.

“They didn't want what
happened to them to ever
happen to me, so they
thought the more removed I
was from my culture, the less
likelihood of that happening.
Butin a place like Toronto, it's
hard to shelter someone, and
[ soon discovered what my
ancestry was. And [ was fas-
cinated by it.”

MNagata found his culture
when he heard about Toron-
to's Caravan Festival — a
showcase of cultures from
around the world. A Japanese
cultural centre was hosting
the Japan pavilion and 12-
year-old Nagata volunteered.
Of all the things about his cul-
ture that he learned during
that experience, it was the
drumming that fascinated
him the most.

*It was the first time [ had
ever seen taiko drummers,”
MNagata recalls. “I was abso-
lutely floored by the sheer
volume of the sound, a sound
that I could feel through my
entire body. It was something
I had never felt before.”

Seeing their son's enthu-
siasm, Nagata's parenis de-
cided to support his efforts
to find out about his culture.
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When the Japanese cultural
centre invited back one of the
taiko drummers the next year
to give workshops, they let
Nagata participate.
MNagata has since gone on to
become Canada’s preeminent
taiko soloist. He's been per-
forming for more than 24
years and is now the leader
of the Kiyoshi Nagata Ensem-
ble (KINE), one of only a hand-
ful of professional taiko drum
ensembles in North America.
MNagata now teaches a cred-
it course in taiko at (Fof T's fa-
culty of music and also teach-
esa public course at the Royal
Conservatory of Music. “Fora
while I had to do part-time
jobs to get by, and of course
my parents worried about
me, But the group is thriving
now and [ couldn’t be happi-
er. And I'm forever grateful
to my parents for their sup-

port.
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Kiyoshi Nagata Ensemble’s
annual concert presents "5a-
cred Tree" this Friday and
Saturday night at the Al Green
Theatre in the Miles Nadal
JCC (comer of Bloor St. and
Spadina Ave.).

For more information, call
416-9768-8849.
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Kiyoshi Nagata — one of Canada’s preeminent taiko soloists
— leads the Kiyoshi Nagata Ensemble, one of only a handful
of professional Taiko drum ensembles in North America.



